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What is an òUrban Indianó?

Any American Indian/Alaska Native that 

lives in an urban setting

67% of AI/AN

live in urban areas

Åliving on traditional tribal lands 

Åfamily was relocated by Federal

government

Åpermanent residents

Åmedium- or short-term visitors



Urban Indian 

Relocation Program

Â Began in 1952

Â Designed to entice AI/AN to major urban cities 
where the jobs supposedly were plentiful
Â Denver, Chicago, Los Angeles, San Francisco, San 

Jose, St. Louis, Cincinnati, Cleveland and Dallas

Â Federal government offered to
Â pay moving expenses

Â provide some vocational training and provide 
counseling and guidance in finding a job

Â provide temporary housing and assist with locating 
permanent housing

Â provide a stipend for the first several weeks





Urban Indians
Â Loss of connection to land and tribe

Â Loss of cultural ties, ceremony, language

Â Lack of culturally competent services

Â Loss of social support, migration back and forth

Â Drugs and alcohol, unemployment

Â Inter-tribal contacts,

friendships, marriages
Â Dilution of blood quantum

Â Political activism, organizing





What do we know about 

Urban Indians?

ÂDifficult to identify

Â Inter-Tribal

ÂDispersed, mobile

ÂDegree of acculturation

ÂRacial misclassification

ÂLimited data available

ÂNotable health disparities



Select AI/AN Mortality Rates per 100,000 

by location and race, 1990-1999

UIHO Area Nationwide

AI/AN All AI/AN All

Heart Disease 145.0 290.0 206.0 289.0

Cancer 98.0 201.8 137.3 210.0

Accidents 42.7 30.9 60.4 35.5

Chronic Liver Disease & Cirrhosis 27.5 12.2 25.5 10.4

Diabetes 32.0 20.8 44.7 22.9

Cerebrovascular Disease 34.5 61.2 48.8 65.4

Chronic Lower Respiratory Disease 21.8 39.8 30.0 42.1

Influenza & Pneumonia 20.6 26.5 25.1 23.8



Select Risk Behavior of Urban Youth,

by race, 1997-2003

Behavior

AI/AN 

(%)

Whites 

(%)

Ever been forced to have unwanted sex 16.4 6.6

Physically hurt by a boyfriend/girlfriend 17.0 8.0

Ever been pregnant/gotten someone pregnant 10.6 3.6

Had sexual intercourse before age 13 12.4 4.4

Tried marijuana for the first time before age 13 17.5 8.7

Attempted suicide 20.7 6.8

Medical treatment from a suicide attempt 10.5 1.9


